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Since the initiation of the reform and opening-up policy, especially after the 18t National People’s Congress (NPC), China has
been ramping up its IPR protection efforts in order to provide a market environment where domestic and foreign companies are
equally treated in and protected against IPR infringements. In 2018, the CPC Central Committee and the State Council brought
IPR protection to an unprecedented level of significance. General Secretary Xi Jinping highlighted in his keynote speech at the
opening ceremony of the 2018 Boao Forum for Asia that strengthening IPR protection is the centerpiece of China’s effort to
improve its property right protection system, and it will provide the biggest boost to the competitiveness of the Chinese economy.
The State Council has launched a series IPR protection plans. The National Intellectual Property Administration (CNIPA) has

also taken measures to clamp down on bad faith trademark registration and hoarding, among other unfair practices.
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CNIPA A% E AHRASEZTAEHELFT I FEH, REQEHL-LE, BT FEE
A Ko RITHB, FEHERRATENBARETELE 2AGT ko ékﬁ%h%
BEAMENAHA, ATRALAGTEEZR ALY EM4, ARG DAF i &
EEF S HAaLERE. R EMEFITRXGE BETDFTAHRERITA

In recent years, the Trademark Office has placed a premium on curbing
abnormal trademark applications as a response to public concerns. The crackdown
effort starts as early as the examination phase. The Office has conducted multiple
rounds of special investigation/research, publicized typical cases of malicious
squatting and carried out publicity campaigns. It has also worked closely with other
government agencies in fighting trademark hoarding.

A4 ATl ERTHITEETLEN, AFH. Fl. M. AL FE8nF
INEFE., RhGdfei B LM, BRAHFEEFT Y HFHITAH. 20F 2547 %
AR EA, BESEITA, B ELFsaEPFH41075 4,

The registration process, including examination, oppositions, revocations and
invalidations, is under close supervision for prevention of unfair practice. In 2018, the
Trademark Office rejected c. 100, 000 abnormal applications in its effort to curb

trademark hoarding and squatting.
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A Revised Trademark Law That Offers Strong Legal Support

4A23 a2 BAKFT 24 AirEMT Ak, A2019F1MATlaRieit. Adis $ i@ F4 4.
HiaKEEE. Al AT RARBLEINTORE TN EEE R OAAGEEIRE, A
YRk, MLAREL, HBRBRARF AL LS T EORMAEERY. 22T 2O EOTEH
B ELEF B ARTAHGHEARL, LA GAHTRRNAa4e. £2E+HK

On April 23, the NPC Standing Committee made revisions to the Trademark Law. The
amended Trademark Law, which will come into effect on Nov 1, 2019, includes provisions on
preliminary examination, trademark agents, oppositions and invalidations, aimed to provide
legal support throughout the application process. China now has a comprehensive and well-
designed system that targets malicious squatting and trademark hoarding and enables

supervision every step of the way.
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CNIPA  Several Provisions on Regulating the Application for Trademark Registration

B R 4o AR A ARKMMEA: § ik izM. SASRPFHE, B NEHFEF EH A4 aMITHGEK
A, RET KETFALARTAAMITAHAGELETFRZ (ERKERBZ) Y AREN, #TF4F2A12an
F4E K4 A2 RE Mo

As part of its effort to optimize the trademark registration, use and protection system and establish
a long-term mechanism that effectively curbs bad faith filings, CNIPA drafted the Provisions on
Regulating the Application for Trademark Registration and published it for public comment on Feb 12.

WA E TR, P THHAEAREL, BEHFREFIHATAGLE NS, BAKATOLT
BHEDAET, REHI FALES HAEFSGTETEALEARGH. EEFAGRKRIIH . BH A4 MRE
g AARGREMN, ATKRERARLS T EARME, RAMFTHAANRL LA A ZF A& A E 47 M4 .
EMARALEHE, £2aMTHEAZTA, BATHEIAAALEHREAELOT SRS §hdiriz
A6 g 4FFE, AMEF A EFT SRR EMAGITAT A G A G

In a bid to improve business environment and maintain market order, government and the market
must play their separate roles, providing supervision and guidance, and start the crackdown effort as
early as possible. In doing so, a long-term mechanism can be put in place that effectively curbs bad faith
filings and trademark hoarding. The administrative authorities will take multi-pronged measures to curb
no-use applications, encourage the public to report trademarks with no use within 3 years to be removed
or invalidated, and make sure that market players only apply for registrations of goods and services with
real intent to use, in order to effectively regulate bad faith filings.
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Major types of abnormal filings currently targeted
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Malicious squatting
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Trademark hoarding
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Malicious squatting and hoarding combined
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Fighting Abnormal Filings Every Step of the Way
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Fighting Abnormal Filings During Examination

@ EEEEWEEIE. Improving IT infrastructure:
FALR T ® B X ikFe; Optimizing work assignment among examiners
fA® 54 4.4 F 4% ; Adding the “reminder” function to the examination system

¥ 5 7 A 34 & 4. Establishing an internal communication mechanism for
examiners

O MIBHRISEEIEMEE, FEEXFERESENS, FHRIEHEEEMTA.
Collating typical malicious squatting cases and publishing examination guidance

@ REFTHEEFRYTHEXER, MTRITHEHTSRESEXIATERS B ALUERR B/
IR EH TR RIE.

Taking measures to curb trademark hoarding by companies with no intent to use
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Fighting Abnormal Filings via Opposition:
O tiurxinse, HEMEEFALN AL LI AITHIZ, LE, FRBTFE.
AEEFFEAAEFERAEEEHE, KD EHBIAREEARN. BELMAAT: #
A, it B EB5AHR. BRRAALILRS. SAXERR. RAKEEFAHREER
1A
Measures: Optimizing work assignment among examiners, collecting and
categorizing cases of bad faith registration, moving forward the schedule, combining
examination cases, applying applicable laws. Outcomes: curbing malicious filings that
violate the principle of good faith, including infringement and squatting of well-known
trademarks, violation of prior rights, abuse of public resources and repetitive filings.

Qi35 B ALESGSLELSARGTATRA 2T E, AsiEE#FLE 4T
TuaMme ke, AA4PAEARANFAZGTHRSRA
Cracking down on squatting of well-known trademarks and making timely
decisions of rejection in an effort to maintain fairness and order in trademark registration.
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Existing Ways to Identify Abnormal Filings
HERQ TR

Assessment by examiners

HNFRIORZER

Complaint filings
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Media coverage
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Major malicious registration practices targeted during the examination:
ATEG. hirhARS Ak IACRE S8 AAk, RlTAaARs @ EE2MTA,
Imitation and squatting of well-known trademarks with disruptive effects;

K E o nAARR, KA AR 2 MAE G A AT A
Improper occupation of public resources;
;b% PHhbo b AHHE. T, LOHLLENERAAAL LR, HILE 47 MK
H BEEMITA
Bad faith filings involving names of famous persons, companies and e-commerce
businesses that violate prior rights;

Rl — bl AR AE LS4 L AARALEEHREGITA
Repetitive filings involving well-known trademarks.



cniPA  HEMEWHEESRISAEES

Characteristics of Abnormal Filings Considered During Examination

MERPIRAFERAGKE
Number of
trademark applications

UREERH RATBORE R RREUAR I HFRFEA
Previous administrative decisions and
rulings

-
.

P AR R A e [0 EETEYRIY)
Designated use of Abnormal Fillings Profit-making activities, e.g. sale
trademarks
Tk, BEHE
@ Industries and operations
W AR K EARRIEHE AL

Records of the EA E£HERL
applicant and relevant entities Others
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Types of Bad Faith Filings Targeted During Examination (1):

KEEMG. WEAAREEH AL CRZLLATHR, Kil@laARrFGELEE
A 4T A o
Imitation and malicious squatting of well-known trademarks with disruptive effects
1. A=y HAY ARG MBTR S, BARP ST 540 hAHERRAT A,
WERAL AT AR S L ERAFGA LR,

An excessive number of trademark filings by the same applicant, with all or most of
the applications involving goodwill infringement and malicious squatting of well-known

trademarks
2 RAABLZEELS. T L EAFHAKREZRLS . PR RIELARSL AARR
FALE & k0 G LA AFEIAT A o

Imitation, rearrangement and recombination of well-known trademarks
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Imitation and Squatting

EHOE WA RSS2 AT

Complete inclusion of others’ well-known trademarks

o £ AR A E 1

Recombination of well-known trademarks

s b BAF AT EH
Rearrangement of well-known trademarks with different fonts,
designs, etc

EEEMT RS L, St BHATARF

Identicality to well-known trademarks of a different category
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Fujian individual applicants
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Complete inclusion of others’ well-known
trademarks
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Swarovski

PepsiCola
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Rearrangement of well- known trademarks
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SIEMENS

Siemens AG (Germany)

S

iR GRYID FIRAF
Tencent Technology (Shenzhen) Co., Ltd.

A

HUAWEI
FENBARA IR 2 ]

Huawei Technologies Co., Ltd.

BRI TR

Rearrangement of well- known trademarks
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Midea Group Co.,Ltd.
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Rearrangement of well-known trademarks
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Guangdong individual applicants
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— A SAELG
@ @ LG LG Electronics

Inc.

Zgpanasosic = Panasonic

AT HL 23 PR a4t
Panasonic

SAIVISNUC == SAMSUNG
SRGTHALH

Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd.

BRI A TR
Rearrangement of well-known trademarks
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Rearrangement of well-known trademarks
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Recombination of well-known trademarks
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Recombination of well-known trademarks
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BURBERRY

S1EMENS 3

XX & W% %32 f 1872 4
XX Brand Management Company

AR EMEEBSLZEY ZAARLBEE, 2L BRFOH Ao
The disputed trademarks are identical to well-known original trademarks of
different categories.
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“distribution board”
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“Us it
“yacht”

XX R A PR A A

XX Brand Management Company
SIEMENS
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Siemens AG

BENTLEY

EHRFERRAH
Bentley Motors Limited

IR MRS £, SR ERMER
Identicality to well-known original trademarks of different
categories.
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Types of Bad Faith Filings Targeted During Examination (2):

AF#EDATER, RATHERABLQREEATAH:
Improper hoarding of public resources that disrupts market order:

1. A—9HFAP ATl EMEETHRS, L2HIFRET S 4§ & L7 E0
HEFROGHNILEE;

An excessive number of trademark filings by the same applicant, with all or
most of the applications involving improper hoarding of public resources;

2. ANAXTEAIWL. NEEL. LNBFh. ALY KRB, TR
BENLRBGITA

Disputed trademarks composed of names of scenic spots, mountains &
rivers, public cultural and art resources, geographical names, industry-specific
jargons, etc.
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An IT company in Shanghai and
its stakeholders filed c. 5,000
trademarks composed of names
of sub-county-level
administrative units, which
constitutes improper hoarding of
public resources and disrupts
market order.

FEFRth %
Malicious hoarding of
trademarks composed of
geographical names
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The same applicant filed an excessive
number of trademarks composed of

abbreviations of Chinese provinces
+ “Real Estate Website”.
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B TR NG AT MR
“FPGA” “CPLD” “SDRAM” “EPROM”
4 AOR I E AT E A B AR

A company in Shenzhen filed an
excessive number of IC and computer
terms, such as FPGA, CPLD, SDRAM and
EPRO.

EF T B REEFR
Malicious hoarding of trademarks
composed of industry-specific terms

Lo Vo R Vo R (o T U B Vo R o B (o RN Vo B (o [N Uo R (o RN Uo TR Vo)

W W w w w w w
19 BV B B A ¥ ¥ )

CPLD FPGA
CPLD

FPGA CPLD D5SP
ICFPGA

XC EP TMS
FPGASCPLD
DSP/FPGA/CPLD
CPLD FPGA D5P
FPGAIC

EP XKC TMS
CPLD5SFPGA
FPGAIC

SDRAM

EPROM
DRAM/FLASH
DSP/MCU
CPLDIC/FPGAIC
CPLD 5 FPGA
SDRAM/EPROM
CPLD/FPGA
CPLDS/FPGAS
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Types of Bad Faith Filings Targeted During Examination (3):

AKEPHILAHHBELE., s, LALIRTNIRILAAL LBRF], HELH
M AE T G EE EMITA

Bad faith filings involving names of famous persons, enterprises and e-commerce
businesses that violate prior user rights and disrupt market order

A— P HATH AR AAEKITRS, LT AXEFT IR R AAL LB ANHUE.
bof b2 THNEEE;
An excessive number of trademark filings by the same applicant, with all or most of
the applications involving malicious squatting of names of famous persons and
enterprises;

2. AMAXET VR4 BAHBE (545848, 228%) . 2Bk 5. OAZHF
W R AZIAAL LA G ITHo

Disputed trademarks composed of names of famous persons (incl. pseudonym,
stage name, etc.), enterprises and e-commerce businesses.
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BRiE 7 K2 5| N/RREE B FZEURIRETR,
!1[! "ZEagiRET [ OB xER" | " BE
= TV,T_MW

Repetitive filings of disputed trademarks
composed of names of Nobel laureates, e.g.
Randy W. Schekman, Jean-Marie Lehn and
Ferid Murad.

RIERAER
Malicious squatting of
names of famous persons

FEifigt-5E2 RANDY XIE
OEE-ETEE MAX PUKRON
TRACE MINERALS RESEARCH
iB-HiFE2 RANDY W.SCHEKMAN
TRACE MINERALS RESEARCH
1L EREEE JEANMARINALE
O5EERE MAXPUKRON
OraEETRE MAXPUKRON
TRACE MINERALS RESEARCH
1FBEEEE JEANMARINALE
*iBHiFE= RANDY W.SCHEKMAN
~iB-HiFE2 RANDY W.SCHEKMAN
1L ERE3E JEANMARINALE
TRACE MINERALS RESEARCH
O5EEERA MAXPUKRON
~iB-HiFe2= RANDY W.SCHEKMAN
OrEETEEA MAXPUKRON
881522 RANDY W.SCHEKMAN
1L EREEE JEANMARINALE
TRACEMINERALS RESEARCH
FERID MURAD
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Shenzhen C
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The company filed over
1,900 disputed
trademarks in violation
of prior rights of
merchants on Tmall.com

AKEREEIFS
Malicious squatting of
company names
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Anhui P

T Fn AT B R AR A X Sh T F K ak
&g, HzFLELGF T, 27 B EHRTIA
A great number of company/product-related
trademarks of a well-known tech startup were
filed right after the startup announced its major
financing plan.

KERETTEIFS
Malicious squatting of
company names
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Types of Bad Faith Filings Targeted During Examination (4):

ot El— bl Az RARRKZ AL A ARALEEZ L GITH.
Repetitive filings involving well-known trademarks:

I, A= ik Adtat Al — bl i AR F 4L A A AT AT iz, EARHME R
bAFGEGHURLEE.
Repetitive filings by the same applicant, with all or most of the applications involving
goodwill infringement and malicious squatting of well-known trademarks

2. AAAYRALIAMETR T A IEAM TR LAFN. AKEELEFHAE T S RBRET
TaMARELEAKE, N4 AL ZLOLE Tt KA CKZ 4L AT HITALEM5.
HE. g A

Repetitive filings of disputed trademarks previously rejected or invalidated for imitation
and malicious squatting of well-known trademarks
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EHSE. REFHRLETETRXE AT =

Ra T MR EF RKIFoATH T

AR FRFBERTEM. X5, % il

G A3 RBT W AR K T AT W o T
W

The company repeatedly filed trademarks %mE

for Category 5 and Category 32 products wmr

using Panasonic’s Chinese name and o

pinyin, despite previous rejections. AT —EEES29 SONGXIA SANLAN MEDICINE

AT =H&EZG SONGXIA SANLAN MEDICINE
# FEF SONGXIA MEDICINE
FATFEZ SONGXIA MEDICINE

B 5 E &AL e
Repetitve filings
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Trademark hoarding

R X T H AN T 201846427 a & X @4z iz A ¢ 50604, “shibAXT H
A &3] F 2018F7A27 a 4 X @47 iz M ¥ 450504, Z 13N S 2HHRRT AT
HAtr A YA, FRANGEEREAAR—A. ZLBHREARR AR HEEASL,
ERZEEMBGRAL LT ALY AXRER AP LERN A0, HEILEZIEAER,
£ P58 AN GEARITAR T E

A Zhuhai trade company filed 5,060 trademarks on June 27, 2018; Another Zhuhai
trade company submitted 5,050 applications on July 27, 2018; 13 other entities filed
thousands of trademarks, respectively. Some of these applicants even shared the same
legal person. Most of these trademarks were random combinations of two or three Chinese
characters for the purpose of hoarding and potential profit-making without intent to use.

iz g AR E A ERR, o HeHEE, DHEEBIEES T IEEEE, |
5 7 him b aniEst, ME T EERaNTmERE. AT7E.

The applicants filed numerous trademarks without intent to use, which disrupts market
order and hampers fair competition. Therefore, their applications were all rejected.
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CNIPA  hyalidation of Trademark No.7905275
REMXX L EH W) BHig, ZEMHAEFR “TEeRE
(T 42 E)” % . 20164107 12H, ZmEbr A
HNE (PARZEBEFEN) BEBEREHZIER.

? On Oct 12, 2016, the applicant Levi Strauss & Co. filed
an invalidation request of Dongguan XX Hardware
Company’s trademark for its Category 6 “metal buttons
(hardware)” products.

X HARLEV] SH & FAFHLEV] S A# 5Exstam, ATF P AATHRRB G4 H, $80H455D 5] EH45 6040 A HF54,
WTIUAABRY FAT LA BBOAGZL,L EAE. FHAATHLELAGEA. A PAARURRL G “FF8B" SHBEFTS
L4 @i e g AaEtEsht (248L) $HARA—2E3, fHAAaFHER, L4+ F4H. AALFRELETA
1 R 4B te. HATRABLENEMAS. $UAHRHIEAHBEELEASIHLA AT IBELEELEAY LAEEME S, 2
BodtFZFRALALELANLEGH L. HRAEFTIAALNV STELOSLHL A LR AR FRLE AL H R LGLEV] SE4
by hAtaBk 4 RATH. AMGL4UH A LI EHAGFEA LM, RYAALHAGOEANLFAE, ThAg@ it %
WA G LMY AABLAT AT 5L EEABARAESHAEGTH, LKA MERE P RAALA A £ DR A4 A7 5
AAGIBABORE. AUAREAZTHAEALAMEDR RS E AR, KB KHhAEY FH4F5 k340 FT4H
Y, RATAHRITEEENEG T RELHOAT R4 L EAATERGRESITA G~ BAH .

The disputed trademark is identical to the applicant’s established LEVI'S trademark in letter. Although the designated use of
the disputed trademark (metal buttons/hardware) is different from that of the reference trademark (jeans) according to the
Similar Goods and Services Classification List, they are both used in consumer goods and are likely to appear on the same
item, as metal buttons, rivets and metal accessories are often used on jeans and leather jackets. Given the originality of the
applicant’s trademark, the respondent’s disputed trademark constitutes imitation of well-known trademarks and goodwiill
infringement. Based on Section 13 (3) of the Trademark Law, CNIPA invalidates the disputed trademark filing.

£BRTE RbmARGER
CNIPA official website
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511211007 SRS /tR. 511211008 SEHXEARERSIF. 5510533879SEMIFENESR
Invalidations of Trademarks No.11211007, No.11211008 and No. 10533879

pRE

OPPLE
X F

O

Ons

SR P L _E

BEEG— AR, FUEARDIETREL—ZER, K iGEHABE A
HAha—~Biskte LAEH##HMBAET: F—, $8UFL" 2tz .7
£ £KQ” MALZGHALEAS L GAXZASE, XFFEH KL
AAdarm, abh—RH#FRHNA RERLELA2AT , 2E R332
‘RET HYAA “RE XFretaRA. F=, §HAKLOPPLEAH
Al LA — 24, LG gAettatARM Mt 2 LTIUAA,
B AATRAAFAAEALMIAARLLRGZALE, AHARE
AR 2GRN EEEMTRAEEATHRESKE L E 4R —F
@, HiBAE. BANBOIEEALLTREKFGRY, 3—F0,
#EEGMEAS L ERGTALTEAL GO E. KA AL
#r—. =. ZhH3|EH A& o5 HREME A&
According to common standards used in examination, the disputed
trademarks and the reference trademarks are not similar trademarks.
However, given that 1) the disputed trademarks “Ou Wan Yi Kong” and
“Pu Mei Kong Jian” are random combinations of Chinese characters with
no specific meanings and the similar font and size, but a combination of
the two would read “Opple Perfect Art Space” ; 2) the applicant OPPLE
and its logo are well-known trademarks with originality, CNIPA decides
that the three disputed trademarks are similar to the reference trademarks
and that the disputed trademarks constitute trademark infringement in
bad faith. This is another example of the Administration’s effort to protect
well-known original trademarks by cracking down on malicious filings.

2B TFE RS AEREER
CNIPA official website
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During the 2018 IPR Conference held by the State Council
Information Office on April 28, Changyu Shen, the CNIPA

Commissioner, noted that the Administration would double
down on IPR protection. The CNIPA is dedicated to fighting
bad faith patent applications and malicious trademark
squatting / hoarding. The Administration plans to move
forward the crackdown effort in the examination phase,
improve the quality and efficiency of the examination, reduce
examination turnaround and improve registration timeliness

and stability.



S e “BHRTERERAF 7o
PEORAARFERE
Improving the Quality of Trademark Examination

‘BIrEHEERERAE TELRR
What to Do
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Doubling down on efforts to curb malicious squatting and hoarding

during examination and by use of rejection.
Monitoring the number of bad faith filings and improving trademark

L guality for a better business environment.
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