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Importance of R&D in the French seed sector
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The seed industry is a genuine gold nugget for France- a world leader in terms of production and
exports with sales over 3 hillions euros.
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It is hugely innovative : with 13% of total sales invested in research (comparable to the
pharmaceutical industry) it delivers more than 600 new varieties every year in the country.
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Variety turnover is dynamic, with an average lifetime of two to six years for major crops.
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France has a breeders’ rights legislation since
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The breeding exemption is the corner stone of genetic progress : for example a study
showed that the genealogy of the 8 most cultivated varieties of wheat includes 70 % of

protected inbred lines of other breeders.
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Wheat example
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Results are clear :
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In wheat 265 varieties were registered in 2006 and in 365 2018
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FRANCE - YIELD EVOLUTION OF SOFT WHEAT SINCE 1850
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Research and innovation

131/ 5T A

131 research station
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73 breeders (53 from France)
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6 300 varieties — 150 species
1250/ MR ATHE (60% i BT )
1 250 licensees (60 % in France)
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10 000 license agreements

W HiEE (2016) : 3.95/ZKKIC
Budget for research (2016) : 395 M€
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13 % of the compagnies turnover
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more than 600 new varieties registered on the list of the Official Catalog each year
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New varieties and available diversity for main species in 2018
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Number of varieties
registered on the French
catalog
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Number of new
varieties for 2018

FH3ZSugar beet

BRI E 25 Y Cereals and Protein plants
FEMEYIForage crops

T KA % Corn and Sorghum

JHFTOil seeds

-I- & Potatoes

#3ZVegetables

466
888
904
1040
495
223
2754
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Farm saved seeds before 2011
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France has no farm saved seeds exemption
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Farm saved seeds are forbidden but use of farm saved seeds still exists
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The rate of farm saved seeds are the following ::
5 /N7 Soft wheat 46 %
JH>EFf Rape seed 25 %

‘KZZBarley 39 %
4 R Y)Potatoes plants 15 %
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That’s why a new law was passed
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A new law in France in 2011
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At the occasion of ratification of 1991 UPOV convention, France decided to introduce
authorization for farm saved seeds. .
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The new law (8/12/2011) is saying :
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farmers may use farm saved seeds of protected varieties on their own holdings for 21
species for which it is a tradition
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farmers have to pay remuneration to the breeders
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the remuneration is decided by contract, or general agreement. The minimum is 50 % of the
royalty on certified seeds
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small farmers are exempted
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efund to the small producers
(producing less than 92 tons
of cereals)
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Small producers
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Reinforcement of cereals
breeding

BE

Breeders

AR E

Research support fund
(« FSOV »)
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Farmers
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Wheat collectors
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Payment of the fee (« CVO »)
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0.90 €/ton

RIC5RKT6/100T 5%

Credit of
5 €/100 kg
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Transfert to buyers of
certified seeds
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Buyers of

B AT

Seeds producing certified seeds
companies



Farmers using certified seeds Farmers NOT using certified seeds
\4&5’3&: 3370/

Harvest :33,7 million Tons
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23,6 million €uros

collected by GNIS
cvoftiid
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SEED PRODUCERS,
IMPORTERS
& DEALERS
11,1 million €uros
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Net balance : 12,5 million €uros
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1,9 million €uros for
research programs
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85% --> BREEDERS :
10,6 miillion €uros
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() General functioning of SICASOV
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BREEDERS
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Royalties

New
plant

variety A SICASOV
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License Royalty
agreements v . collection

SEED & PLANT
PRODUCERS
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION !
BERA: Francois Burgaud
Contact : Francois Burgaud
BERERFH: francois.burgaud@gnis.fr
Email : francois.burgaud@gnis.fr

P%E: http://www.gnis.fr
Web site : http://www.gnis.fr
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