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Visit of Chinese Ministry of Public Security

IP enforcement: operations, cooperation and coordination

Overview

Legal frame: Customs / Police

Cooperation and coordination:
Key players: Europol and OLAF (European Anti-Fraud Office), also Eurojust

Operations (Joint Customs/Police Operations)
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(Legal) frame, generalised: 

* with exceptions

* Customs Police

Legislation European National

Level Administrative Penal

Competence National National/Regional

Organisation Ministry of Finance Ministry of Interior

Focus Goods (mainly) Persons (mainly)

Aera Border Internal Market

Co-ordination OLAF / Europol Europol
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Cooperation and coordination within customs 

On national level : national headquarters

On EU-level:

- Technically through Anti-Fraud Information System (AFIS)
- Customs Mutual Assistance Regulation (Reg. 515/1997)

Reg. 608/2013 on Customs Enforcement of Intellectual Property Rights
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IP enforcement: operations, cooperation and coordination

OLAF’s role in the customs domain

Coordinating customs mutual assistance (investigations and information exchange 

on infringements of customs legislation) and carrying out investigations within the 

European Union

Coordinating Joint Customs Operations, also in the frame of  ASEM,  e.g.

- JCOs DIABOLO I+II 2007 + 2010 (cigarettes and counterfeit goods)

- JCO REPLICA 2014 (counterfeit goods)

- JCO RENEGADE 2017  (counterfeit goods)

- JCO HYGIA (counterfeit Fast Moving Consumer Goods)

CN customs
involved



Visit of Chinese Ministry of Public Security

IP enforcement: operations, cooperation and coordination

OLAF’s role in the customs domain

Coordinating customs mutual assistance with countries outside the EU based on 

Customs Mutual Assistance Agreements (~80 countries)

Carrying out investigations within the European Union and, based on Customs 

Mutual Assistance Agreements, also in countries outside the EU

Coordinating Joint Customs Operations, also in the frame of  ASEM,  e.g.

- JCOs DIABOLO I+II 2007 + 2010 (cigarettes and counterfeit goods)

- JCO REPLICA 2014 (counterfeit goods)

- JCO RENEGADE 2017  (counterfeit goods)

- JCO HYGIA (counterfeit Fast Moving Consumer Goods)
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OLAF’s role in the customs domain

Reg. 515/1997 = Customs mutual (administrative) assistance

Assistance on Request 

Spontaneous Assistance 

Relations with the Commission (Commission = OLAF)

Relations with Third Countries

Customs Information System

Customs Files Identification Database

Financing

Reg. 608/2013 concerning customs enforcement of intellectual property rights

Art. 36: The provisions of Regulation (EC) No 515/97 shall apply mutatis mutandis
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EU Customs Mutual 

Assistance Agreements

Albania Costa Rica Israel Morocco Serbia 

Algeria Côte d'Ivoire Jamaica Mozambique Seychelles 

Andorra Dominica Japan Namibia South Africa 

Antigua and Barbuda Dominican Republic Jordan New Zealand South Korea

Armenia Egypt Kazakhstan Nicaragua Suriname 

Azerbaijan Faroe Islands Kosovo Norway (EEA) Swaziland

Bahamas Fiji Kyrgyzstan Palestinian Authority Switzerland

Barbados Georgia Lebanon Panama Tajikistan

Belize Ghana Lesotho Papua New Guinea Trinidad and Tobago 

Bosnia-Herzegovina Grenada Liechtenstein (EEA) Peru  Tunisia 

Botswana Guatemala The Republic of North Macedonia Russian Federation Turkey 

Cameroon Guyana Madagascar St. Christopher and Nevis Turkmenistan 

Canada Honduras Mauritius St Lucia Ukraine 

Chile Hong Kong Mexico St Vincent and Grenadines United States of America

China Iceland (EEA) Moldova El Salvador Uzbekistan

Colombia India Montenegro San Marino Zimbabwe
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Some Results 
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IP enforcement: operations, cooperation and coordination

Cooperation and coordination within police 

On national level : national headquarters

On EU-level: …but also mutual legal assistance
bilaterally, or through EUROJUST

- Technically through SIENA
- Europol = Intelligence hub
- Europol coordinates Joint Police and Customs Operations
- Europol has no investigation powers
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Cooperation and coordination within police 

Intellectual Property Crime Coordinated Coalition - IPC3
Operational and technical support to law-enforcement agencies
- Coordination;
- Intelligence;
- facilitating and coordinating cross-border investigations;
- monitoring and reporting online crime trends and emerging modi operandi;
- raising public awareness of IP crime;
- providing training to law enforcement in how to combat it.
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IP enforcement: operations, cooperation and coordination

Cooperation and coordination within police 

Strategic and Operational Agreements and Working Arrangements
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Legal tools
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Legal tools

(for all matters)
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Eurojust

The primary mandate of Eurojust is to facilitate the international cooperation of the 
national judicial authorities to help combatting serious cross-border organised 
crime. 
According to the Eurojust Regulation National Members are entitled to receive all 
information that is necessary to successfully conclude this mission, but anything 
more than that is shared on a case-by-case basis. 
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Eurojust

- Facilitating the exchange of European Investigation Orders (inside EU) 
- Mutual Legal Assistance Requests (outside EU + UK + DK)
- Facilitating the execution of European Arrest Warrants
- Coordinating the national investigations
- Setting up and supporting Joint Investigation Teams
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The European Observatory on 

Infringements of Intellectual Property Rights
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IP enforcement: operations, cooperation and coordination

The European Observatory on 

Infringements of Intellectual Property Rights

- Trainings, seminars
- Forum for enforcers and right holders
- Knowledge building events
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Summary

Investigative body of the EU Commission
Independent in it‘s investigative function
Focus on:

• financial interests of the EU (expenditures & revenue)
• anti-corruption within EU staff and Members of the Institutions

Common goal with EUIPO:
• the fight against counterfeit goods
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Some Results 
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Cooperation and coordination within police 

Operational Agreements:

Countries Scope
Albania Iceland …exchange of specialist knowledge, strategic

intelligence, general situation reports,

information on investigative procedures,

information on crime prevention methods,

participation in training activities as well as

providing advice and support in individual

investigations.

Australia Liechtenstein
Bosnia and 

Herzegovina

Moldova

Canada Monaco
Colombia Montenegro
Georgia North Macedonia


