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http://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry/intellectual-property/trade-secrets/index en.htm

European
Commission

GROWTH

Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs

European Commission > Growth > Industry > Inteflectual Property > Trade secrets

ERS-oy
| Q]

Intellectual
Property
Patents v

Trade mark protection in the
EU

Industnal design protection
Geographical indications

Trade secrets A

Frequently Asked Questions
IP and SMEs
Enforcement

Stop fakes

Industry - links
News
Events

Tools and Databases v

Single Market and
Standards

Industry Entrepreneurship

and SMEs

Trade secrets

Access to finance
for SMEs

1F http://eur-lex.europa.eu/t}1 18 %

SRR Legislative procedure: http:/eur-
lex.europa.eu/procedure/EN/2013_402?qid=1462203329772&rid=1

)

A trade secret is a piece of infor for an enterprise that is
conﬁdennal and that gives that enterprise a competitive advantage. Eu

d to the mi P .uuun of trade secrets. The Euro
ing to h ise the existing diverging ional laws on the protecti
misappropriation of trade secrets so that companies can exploit and shard
with privileged business partners across the Internal Market, turning thei
into growth and jobs.

inc

The importance of trade secrets

Whether through laborious and costly research, decades of experience, or 3 suddg
companies constantly develop information which can help them to perform better,|
Such knowledge can include new manufacturing processes, improved recipes, or i
buy from and whom to sell to. Information protected through a trade secret can b
(for example, 3 recipe or 3 chemical compound), or ephemeral (for example, the

study, the name, price and launch date of a new product, or the price offered in a

Information, knowledge, inventiveness and creativity are the raw materials of the
trade secrets are important for companies both large or small, in all economic sec)
large companies have the resources to manage a large portfolio of intellectual pro

patents, smaller companies often cannot afford to do this - therefore their reliancd
greater.
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