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SN Sl BEEREEE |
Term of protection W smseaton

[ ZFEE PN+ —=5%] Patent Law: Article 42

ZREFINBEAR AZ+F, SHMEETFIRWERATE, P05
T ERREERIR AR, IERIFEHETE.

The term of a patent for an invention shall be 20 years, the term of a

patent for a utility model shall be ten years, and the term of a patent for a

design shall be 15 vears, all commencing from the date of filing of

application.
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[ ZF3EE -] Patent Law: Article 2

ST, BIEX MBS E SRR BRHER
ZEURBEERIR, BERNEEMEENERERIET
Tl 7 A B9 it

“Design” means a new design of the shape, pattern, or a
combination thereof, as well as a combination of the color, shape
and pattern, of the entirety or a portion of a product, which

creates an aesthetic feeling and is fit for industrial application.
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[SEREANEE —++45) (2020511827 HXIMEKRE RIE)
Implementation Rules of the Patent Law: Article 27 (Exposure Draft for Comment, November 27,
2020). Hereinafter “Draft Implementation Rules”.

FRIERERSNILOT EFRY, NARZBERSmAMNE, FREASSEBEANERM A RMAMEE
RIFRIAE

The application of a partial design shall contain the view of the whole of a product, where the parts seeking

protection are indicated by, inter alia, a combination of dotted and solid lines.

[SohEmNE—+/\%K]) (2020811827 HAHMEKR=TLFE)

Draft Implementation Rules: Article 28

HigFEEIMNIRITEFR, LERAEEERAPERIEKEIPIIEER.
The application of a partial design shall designate in the brief explanation the parts seeking protection.
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o NYEIFEMKIRIT

View of the product as a whole must be provided
L3  EZBBE - [EsLikiES N . — .
Hﬁ%u'ﬂ):ll_ KIE..ILD’:—%—I:I = Y ILW#EI'JEZL_—L”E*‘EE**EZRE%BE@ILW

TE DL /B AE M2
Drawin r ph — mbination of n lid lin
- 43 f [glhetes a combination of dotted and solid ) Clear 3D view of the partial design is needed for 3D products

o SARTHEERIFNEE, BT REHMES

gy
- \IrJ:'::.:“"'

51L& Back view

..........

1iF¥R & Top view {(N#% & Bottom view STAKR[E 3D view
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EEBIMN I T S| ExERE
Partial design

EaEBE — SX1% | BN, MIARX SR BRI R EK
Drawings or photos — dash-dot lines 1248 BI85 E A 2R 45 (] 4 B

When necessary, use dash-dot lines to indicate the

=, boundary between the partial design and the rest of

ST T the product
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EEBIMN I T S| ExERRR
Partial design

E RS ERE - BT AB—Ben+EREEENFERIFIES

ZARNY

Drawings or photos — translucent overlay Use a translucent & monochrome overlay to cover

the parts other than the partial design

F#[&] Front view 5 & Back view

TP —
/‘!!"'m"HH!IWIII’!H'IHI!\
*w

L LIE] Left view A E Right view SEARE 3D view 1 N1 [%]2 3D view 2
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[ ZFIEE=—+H2%] Patent Law: Article 29

FISAB LA ESAMBEAEPEEREENHEBECHETZMAR, sLE BT EE—E
HEMEFE Hi M HA, XEESREFTEE IRER R RE LR BRIFH, ATUEEMEN.

Where, within 12 months from the date of filing of the first application for a patent for an invention or utility

model in China, or within six months from the date of filing of the first application for a patent for a design in China,

the applicant files again an application for a patent for the same subject matter with the patent administrative

department of the State Council, the applicant may enjoy a right of priority.
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AE RN S| ExERRE

Domestic priority

[ %‘E}‘i’@é&lﬂﬂ%i-l—:% 1 (2020%F1182783SMERZERIE)

Draft Implementation Rules: Article 32

SN E R BIFRBRIFEAZRKARENEN, EXRFIBFRAASESHMEETHRIFR, TUARMEZRERERRSL
ST EFETE; EABIFSIVILITEF RGN, AILSHEREESREL NI ITHEF BEIE,
If an applicant claims a domestic priority and the earlier application is an application for an invention patent or a utility model, an
application for a design patent may be filed regarding the same subject matter as indicated by the attached drawings to the earlier
application. If the earlier application is an application for a design patent, an application for a design patent may be filed regarding

the same subject matter.

BIFAZEKRAEMENN, HAEXBIFERF—BIFRE 2 HERYARIE, E50005 T E R BT HE A ERK LA AR =
Sk BV E R BRI E R AR E A EAERIFRSN o

When an applicant claims domestic priority, his earlier application shall be deemed to have been withdrawn on the date on which
the later application is filed, except where the latef application is for a design patent and the applicant claims a domestic priofity

based on an earlier application for an invention patent or a utility model.
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Domestic priority
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o iRt
iz A E LS E T o Miproved design

Circumstances where domestic priority may apply SN Earlier application: A

® E/5FR1E: A+B
Later application: A+B

ERERIE A FEIRHRIE AvE

Earlier application A Later application A+B
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® FESHIEXLFRMEME

& B AEEN I EEB R The earlier application is substantially identical

: . ® 15 3
Circumstances where domestic priority may apply Erﬁll;ce?;s;;lici?f‘ri%liﬁg%‘szparately)

® 7E/GFRIA: A+B
Later application: A+B

FESHE A HFERBIFB EE RIS AR

Earlier application A Later application B Later application A+B
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Domestic priority

1z AR E LRI EZ

Circumstances where domestic priority may apply

fESEHRIE A

Earlier application A

** China National Intellectual Property
Administration

,4 EIR A

o WMBHELEH

New design (a suite with the addition of B)
® EHARIF: A

Earlier application: A
® 7EfSFAIF: A+B

Later application: A+B

ERRIE A+B

Later application A+B
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AE TR S| ERRens

Domestic priority

1z AR E LRI EZ ® BEHRHAER

Circumstances where domestic priority may apply S ° A suite with the combination of A and B
® EScHIE: BIHAFIEINB

Earlier applications: A, B (separately)
® 7E/RHIH: A+B
Later application: A+B

HESHRIE A #ESRHIFE
Earlier application A Earlier application B

ERRIE /B

Later application A+B
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* China National Intellectual Property

Evaluation report

[ ZEFEE 75+ 755%FE=5k] Patent Law: Article 66.2

ZHRRA . FIFEXBRARNEWITRVAW R AE R BEFBIFG
i e=0

The patentee, the interested party, or the alleged infringer may also

voluntarily present the patent evaluation report.
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TFEMRE S BEERraE

Evaluation report

[ SEiERNE R+ ] (2020811827 BXSMERELRE)
Draft Implementation Rules: Article 56

PRI EIIWZITEFNARE S, (EA 2= T ARTRUE
KE S EMITEER MEL ERMBOEN R G 5 A A LI EE RS
0 FERHE K E SR T FTBEBMES TR BOFNIRE.

After a decision on the granting of patent for utility model or design is announced,

any entity or individual may request the patent administrative department under

the State Council prepare a patent evaluation report. During the patent

registration process, an applicant may also request the patent administrative

department under the State Council prepare a patent evaluation report.
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[SCiEmNsER+E%K] (2020611827 HASMEKR = ILEE)
Draft Implementation Rules: Article 57

E S5 P & FITEERI N 2 BRI EF BN R EF KRB E2ARELE E RN
NS, ERIFEAEDEEFEIRFEMEKMELEFBOENRED,
FREFTEEN T BN AEZ B2 B AL ZRIBGTN RS

The patent administrative department under the State Council shall prepare a
patent evaluation report within two months of receiving a request for the same, or
within two months of announcing the decision to grant a patent right where the

applicant requests a patent evaluation report during the patent registration

process.
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Overview
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GUIs eligible for protection
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201455 A1 HBH 2 E Fl s EI5 AT GUIF I TIRTP

GUI protection was included in a revision to the Patent Examination Guidelines (May 1, 2014)

LB Prior

FmBREERANERE. i, BFRRER
THER. FIERRFLERHNER., XEFE
F. LIRFEABTAETZEFABR.

For the pattern shown when the product is
electrified, for example, a pattern on the electronic
watch dial, a pattern on the cell phone screen, and a
software interface, no patent right shall be granted for

the application.

INFE Current

XA EARE ANZELRNERRENME
THEIE. B, BFRSER. FXNEE. 5
AHAZ B TRk BIM G /Y 5T RY B SCRER . ik 155 E
TAFETZEFRBVER .

For the pattern displayed in video game
interfaces and display devices irrelevant to human-
computer interaction (HCI), for example, an electronic
screen wallpaper, a startup/shutdown screen, and an
image-text layout of a webpage irrelevant to HCI, no

patent right shall be granted for the application.

China National Intellectual Property
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Requirements
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- ‘ E K EIR =15

B REEBEANRZEINEGERGUIBETEIX1F{RFF. Only GUIs with human-computer

interaction (HCI) may be protected.

B EREIRZITE

HIERIGUIRN H i E T3

[AIEE Rz F. The GUI must be attached to

its physical medium if the design application is for the product as a whole.

LR EIL
Virtualization of
physical buttons




ANyl

Examples

w8 IR TEH R S5 E
2 P A RV EE IS

A desk phone with GUI
call control

A
*

wARIERGER

F R A ERYFTENHL

A printer with GUI
OS (operating
system)

A R BUE S R E

12 i P 7 E R B IS

A media player with
GUI playback control

wARERGERH
P A ERIZEIC A B X

A laptop computer
with GUI OS (operating

system)

ERKFIR =G

China National Intellectual Property
Administration

wAPRRFERH
FAER &R

A desktop computer
with GUI instant
messaging software
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Examples

@ Mac

BT REER FRIAE MERX 7

Electronic screen wallpaper Startup/shutdown screen Video game interface




GUIER BEBINIL I it S BRERnaR
GUI as partial design “IE administration o

W 2021F6H1H, B/EM (EFE) EXXM, WiItELNAETERARFERIINE TR AT L

NAEZ#M~m ENERA P FEZEINIETT, ATLUEARBRIBIMNIL IR EHBRIE.

Since June 1, 2021, when the newly revised Patent Law came into effect, an application for partial design may

be filed if the design essentials only pertain to a GUI design or a design of GUI nature that is applicable to

multiple products.

- e e o e e s e Es s Gn Gm s GE Gn em ES s e e Es e s e e
7 N
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Requirements for GUI design
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Drawings or photos

China National Intellectual Property
Administration

‘ E K EE =5

[EHRE

Back view

_

{IP#% & Bottom view

GHE FHE
Right view Front view
| —
%?')1 Top view

ZE

Left view

A phone with GUI communication feature

FE W& Front view
FINRRIERGEEARAE
GUI of Smartphone OS

812 {5t B Brief explanation
BIESNETERARAE, FHI
it HIMAERIT

The design essentials only pertain to the
GUI (on an existing design of the

smartphone).

FE#L[E Front view
FINE=REFLRFAAE
GUI of the notetaking feature

8 22151 B Brief explanation
W ELRXETEEARAT.
The design essentials only pertain to

the GUI
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NMRFAERARPAENEEREMEMNAN R, —REGBFERARAFE"FHNXREIE, siiSERRRFEN~
SR T SR N Y S P S S
The principal use(s) and the applied product shall be indicated, along with the keywords “graphic user interface”, and “dynamic” if
the GUI is dynamic.

FHRNXRSIBNSEAFAFE
A smartphone with dynamic GUI for weather
service

O AR T P R E AR
A refrigerator with GUI for
temperature control

HRIEEFERAAAE

Graphic user operating interface

-

- -
| pE TR, . J

~
S

FTENHL

Printer
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el ey el s |
|
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aiE FHE ZE MRE
GUI front view
Right view Front view Left view 3D view

B EER G EIRH P F IR
A washing machine with GUI OS
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Drawings or photos

China National Intellectual Property

>* .. .
Administration

B THT®RERSEENEERAAFE, REXEFEZHAPFANMEZIN, TNIHREXELC—IREELR
A d- A gL MEI R

For an application regarding the operating GUI of a projector, a clear view of the projector device must be
submitted, along with a view of the GUI.

»
~

EME AEEME
Device front view GUI front view

wHRIERGEEARF RN
A project with GUI OS
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Content view

FIE EFNE
Front view Front view

5%
Front view Reference image
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Drawings or photos
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FHE TRTSEN TRESE2 TRESE3
Front view Dynamic state 1 Dynamic state 2 Dynamic state 3

FNHBARESEFEBARRER

Dynamic GUI of the contacts feature on a smartphone
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B 2R, NISERZRRMATSEREZARAENAE, BRERRAEES ST
X3, ANZEMNANARZENTES.

Where necessary, the use(s), position, HCl and dynamic states of the GUI may be

indicated in the brief explanation.

/ ElZ=? EIf2FH P AE? Icon or GUI?
| B ZE AR

Brief explanation:
‘LLLENRENERNERZREERTEARF
H, fEzEEAERGITEE. ”

“The microphone icon on the surface of the

speaker is a GUI. A user may start recording by

tapping the icon.”
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