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GEOGRAPHICAL 
INDICATIONS



άDŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέmeans an
indicationwhich may containone or more
words which identifies any goods as
originating in a country or territory, or a
region or locality in that country or
territory, wherea givenquality, reputation
or other characteristic of the goods is
essentiallyattributable to its geographical
origin (Ref: Section2)

Basedon Art. 22.1 of Trade-RelatedAspects
of IntellectualPropertyRights(TRIPs)

ά... indications which identify a good as
originating in the territory of a member,or a
region or locality in that territory, where a
given quality, reputation or other
characteristic of the good is essentially
attributable to its geographicalƻǊƛƎƛƴέ
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GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS



GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS

PROTECTION 

FOR GI

ÁProtection is given upon fulfilling three
components:

o ANINDICATION
o GEOGRAPHICALLOCATION
o GOODS- the quality / reputation /

characterof the goodsis attributable
to its geographicalorigin
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BACKGROUND OF 
GEOGRAPHICAL 

INDICATIONS ACT 2022
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HISTORICAL 
BACKGROUND OF 
GEOGRAPHICAL 
INDICATIONS LAW 
IN MALAYSIA

Á Passed by the Parliament in 2000
Á Contained 7 Parts, 32 sections and 1 Schedule
Á Authoritative Text was in Bahasa Malaysia 
Á Came into force on15 August 2000

Á Act 602 was repealed and replaced by Act 836
Á Contains 15 Parts, 101 Sections and 1 Schedule 
Á Tabled and passed by the Parliament inDecember 2021
Á Came into force on 18 March 2022
Á Subsidiary legislations: Geographical Indications Regulations 2022, 

Guidelines of Geographical Indications 2022
Á Authoritative Text is in Bahasa Malaysia 

GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS ACT 2022

LAW OF

MALAYSIA

Act 602

GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS 

ACT 2002

Act 836

GEOGRAPHICAL 

INDICATIONS ACT 

2022

GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS ACT 2000
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RATIONAL AND 
MAIN 
OBJECTIVES OF 
THE REPEAL OF 
GIA 2000

1. Strengthen the geographical indications protection system
accordingto internationalandlocaldevelopmentandneeds

2. Expandthe scopeof protectionof GIin Malaysia
3. Introduce new and comprehensiveinternal proceduresin the

GeographicalIndicationsOffice
4. Introduce provisions of offences and criminal jurisdiction to

enforcethe rightsobtainedunder the act andexpandthe scope
of civil action

5. Expandthe level of protection given to registeredgeographical
indicationsin Malaysia

6. Refine the proceduresof filing application for registration of
geographical indications including examination, opposition
proceeding,registrationandcancellationprocedures
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NEW FEATURES OF GI 
ACT 2022



THE GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS ACT 2022

NEW COMPREHENSIVE EASY
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THE GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS ACT 2022

Related subsidiary legislations:

ÁThe Geographical Indications Regulations 2022

ÁThe Guidelines of Geographical Indications 2022

DATE OF COMING INTO 
FORCE OF GIA 2022:

18 MARCH 2022
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CATEGORIES OF GOODS LISTED UNDER THE 
FIRST SCHEDULE OF THE GGI 2022

Class 1: 

Wine and Spirit:

Wine 

Spirit

Class 2: 

Prepared foodstuff and beverages:

Coffee

Tea

Cocoa

Beer

Rice

Bread

Pastries

Class 2: 

Confectionery

Chocolate

Salt

Spices and condiments

Preserved herbs

Edible oils

Sugar

Sweetener
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CATEGORIES OF GOODS LISTED UNDER THE 
FIRST SCHEDULE OF THE GGI 2022

Class 3: 

Agricultural, aquacultural, horticultural products:

Vegetable 

Vegetable product

Fruit

Fruit product

Meat

Meat product

Horticultural comestible product which is prepared for 
consumption

Raw and unprocessed grains

Raw and unprocessed seeds

Flowers and part of flowers

Class 4: 

Handicraft

Class 5: 

Textiles (other than handicraft)
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NEW FEATURES
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NEW SUBJECT MATTERS

V The introduction will allow the 
registered proprietor of GI to file 
an application to cancel his 
application with the Registrar 

V Refer: Section 22

1 ÁVariant of GI may be registered

2
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ÁVoluntary cancellation of
geographicalindicationV The introduction will enable 

more GIs to be registered

V Refer: Section 2



3

4

V The grounds of invalidation of GIs
registration are specified under
section23.

V Refer: Section23

V This provision will enable a
registered proprietor to
transfer this rights to
anotherperson.

V Refer: Section26

NEW SUBJECT MATTERS
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ÁIntroduction of grounds of
cancellation of GI by Court
(Test and requirements
provided)

ÁTransferof registrationof GI
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6

V The grounds to institute
proceedingsagainstcertain usesof
GIarespecifiedundersection77.

V Refer: Section77

V Thereis no provisionon offencesor
criminaljurisdictionunderGIA2000.

V This introduction will empower the
AssistantControllers to enforce the
rights of registeredproprietor under
the GIA2022.

V Refer: Sections34and35andPartX

NEW SUBJECT MATTERS
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ÁIntroduction of grounds to
institute proceedings against
certain uses of geographical
indication

Á Introduction of provisionson
άhŦŦŜƴŎŜǎέ
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V A new registration system for
geographicalindications agents is
introduced to ensurehigh level of
quality serviceis rendered to their
clients

V Refer: PartVIII

NEW SUBJECT MATTERS
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Á Introduction of registration
systemof GIAgents
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PROGRESS,  ISSUES AND 
CHALLENGES



PROGRESS.. 

1. Theoffice is alsotrying to increaseGIawareness, by promoting GIsthrough massmedia,on the internet, social
media,andin the print press,andby promotingGIlocationsastravelplaces.

2. Therecurrently7DLΩǎapplicationafter the introductionof the new act.

3. Improveandupdatingof the framework bookof specificationto all applicantsandowners.

4. Talksessionand discussionwith owners,applicantsandalsothe law enforcementdepartmentregardingthe new
geographicalindicationact.
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ISSUE 

1. Thelackof awarenessabout the quality andspecificityof GIproductsis the mainchallengefor producers. Lackof
AwarenessThesurveyshowsthat over half of the smalland medium-sizedenterprises(SMEs)haveneverheard
aboutGI.

2. Oneof the challengesmet by GI producersis to keepconstantcompliancewith the GI specifications. Another is
the lackof competenceandcapacityfor associationsandproducersto developpackagingandlabeling.

3. Another challengeis the enforcementof GIproductsto avoidcopycatsseekingto piggybackon the GIǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΩ
reputation,leadingto unfair competition.

4. One of the challengesmet by GI producers is the creation of an association,which is monitored by the
government,andthe marketingof the products.

5. Lackof expertsin writing for GiBookof Specification

6. Amongthe detail involvedin applyingfor a GI, the most important is probablythe writing of the applicationand
GIspecificationitself correctly.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY CORPORATION OF MALAYSIA



SOLUTION

1. Theoffice isalsoaggressivelytrying to raiseGIawarenessby introducingthe GItour program. Whichhastraveledall
over the countryto identify potentialGIandthen tried to registerit in MyIPO.

2. In addition, internal and external training is intensifiedso that more MyIPOofficersare involvedin GI registration
management.

3. Externaltrainingfor GIholdersor representativeare involvedin GIregistrationmanagement.

4. Towork with trade organizationsto promote the GIproductandmakeit asa nationalproject.

5. ProvidingIPFunds(someallocationsto helpGIownersto registertheir GIapplications)
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ACTIVITIES



Photo Source: Ryzul Osman
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A Sessionto complete the 2022 GeographicalIndications Regulations& GeographicalIndications Guideline. In
collaborationwith LegalDivisionof MyIPO,Legaland EnforcementDivisionof the Ministry and the Attorney General's
Office, the GeographicalIndicationsRegulations2022 & the GeographicalIndicationsGuidesuccessfullyfinalizedon
March2023.

Photo Source: Ryzul Osman
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This interview session was held by MyIPO Headquarters in collaboration with the

East Coast Branch and durian orchard owner Mr. Lim. This session took place at a

durian farm located in Raub Pahang - Durian Musang King Malaysia
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In an effort to empower Terengganu's heritage craft art, especially copper craft art and towards the

internationalization of the Terengganu copper industry, Royal Foundation Sultan Mizan (YDSM) has taken the

initiative to register the protection of "Geographical Indication" under the name "Tembaga Terengganu". The

purpose of this registration is to increase the value of copper products so that they can be sold in the

international market. Tembaga Terengganu



Photo Source: Yayasan Diraja Sultan Mizan
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Tembaga (cooper)  Terengganu Geographical Indication Certificate submission ceremony - Terengganu 

Palace Kuala Lumpur
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On August 30, 2022, in conjunction with the Perak State Craft Festival 2022, a ceremony to hand over 
three Geographical Indication registration certificates, Labu (Pumpkins) Sayong, PulauTigaPottery 
and Perak Gold Thread Ties was held.

Photo Source: Kraftangan Malaysia
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Product Management and Commercialization Seminar Program for Geographical Indications is held to 
guide local entrepreneurs in the state of Sarawak, especially owners of products that are protected by 
Geographical Indications.


