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Developments in the Examination of Industrial 

Designs in the Digital World



Key areas:

1. Background - Design Filings in the EU

2. EUIPO Collaborative examination approach

3. Examination tools in use in EUIPO

4. Under development : AI and next generation tools
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Regular Track Fast Track International Registrations

2020: 114,239

2021: 114,650

2022: 106,715

EUIPO FILINGS (RCD & IRD)



Designs registered from SOUTH-EAST ASIA 

Brunei Darussalam 14

Indonesia 84

Malaysia 312

Philippines 49

Singapore 2,317

Thailand 629

Viet Nam 186
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EU Registered Design filing route 
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COLLABORATIVE EXAMINATION 





D.ICE – Collaboration, Consistency & Quality 
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Guidance – Chat, Video Calls, 

Substantive examination

Automation
of Administrative work

Volume, Deficiencies, 
Productivity

IP Tool Ex-Parte Designs

DIGITAL ENVIRONMENT ACHIEVEMENTS



IP TOOL Ex-Parte - INBOX



Pending Applications for Examination



LET’S TRY IT!



STATISTICAL ANALYSIS OF DEFICIENCIES 



DESIGN EXAMINATION
&

IMAGE PROCESSING
EFFICIENCY GAINS



“A day in the life of a Design Examiner”

GROUP 
DISCUSSION

D.ICE ROOM

3h

2ND EXAMINATION

D. ICE ROOM
Work in pairs

4 h ( 8 x  Examiners & 1 D.ICE Coordinator)

Inbox / Deferred / Calls

15 x Applications – 50% of time 3 x Deficiencies – 40% of time
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COLOUR MUST BE CONSISTENT IN EVERY VIEW

VIEW 2



AI

AI TO DETECT DEFICIENCIES

Working together with the Examiner 



BUILDING UPON AI IMAGE RECOGNITION

Process & 
Deficiency 
Detected

Type: Graphic 
Representation



Expert Testing Results

OK NOT OK

Examiner Testing Results

OK NOT OK



AI
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AI & EXAMINATION RESULTS
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VIEW 1 VIEW 2

AI will recommend Indication of Product based on the representation of the design
• Locarno class: 21 Games, toys, tents and sports goods
• Locarno subclass 01
• Recommended term: Video game controllers

VIEW 3

AI for “Indication of Product” 

Indication of 
Product ?



3D

3D for Designs - Possibilities



3-D VIEWER
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