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DESIGN PROTECTION IN THE EU:

ADAPTING THE EU SYSTEM TO DIGITAL 

INNOVATION



INDUSTRIAL DESIGN

EU, EUIPO & EU DESIGNS

ADAPTING THE EU SYSTEM TO DIGITAL INNOVATION



INDUSTRIAL DESIGN



protects the appearance of the whole or a part of a product which is

new and has ‘individual character’



EU, EUIPO & EU DESIGNS
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SINGLE APPLICATION

OR

MULTIPLE APPLICATION

DATE OF FILING PUBLICATION

PRIORITY DEFERMENT

OR OR
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ADAPTING THE EU SYSTEM TO DIGITAL 

INNOVATION
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ADAPT IMPROVE PROMOTE
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ADAPT LEGAL REFORM
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WHY? Main objectives of the reform

▪ Improve accessibility, efficiency & affordability of design protection in the 

EU by: 

▪Modernising and clarifying key aspects of EU Design Law to bring more legal 

certainty (What can be protected? How? What is the extent of exclusive holders 

rights and limitations?)

▪Simplifying procedures and aligning them with trade mark processes

▪Changing the EU Design fee regime in terms of the level of costs and 

complexity

▪Enhance harmonisation between the National & EU tiers

▪Harmonise the protection regime for spare parts
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WHEN? Phased approach

EU REGULATION:

• ENTRY INTO FORCE

• PHASE I – May 2025

• PHASE II – July 2026

EU DIRECTIVE:

• ENTRY INTO FORCE

• TRANSPOSITION -

Dec. 2027
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WHAT?

• Terminology

 e.g. European Union Design

• Substantive changes

 Definitions and the object of design protection

 



TITLE SLIDETITLE SLIDE

Design definition broadened to explicitly state that animation, transition and 

movement are protected 

Living Vase by Hunn Wai and 
Francesca Lanzavecchia as 
presented for Vogue Singapore



TITLE SLIDETITLE SLIDE

Product definition tailored to allow for 

non-physical design protection and 

broadened to explicitly mention certain 

product examples (geographical user 

interfaces, items intended to form an 

interior or exterior environment, sets of 

articles)

EUD 015006467-0001, Class: 32.02 – Get-up
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Object of protection defined by the features of appearance which are shown visibly 

in the application for registration. 

EUD 002646448- 002, Class: 12.05-Elevators
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Registrable?
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Registrable?

EUD 2376806- 0003, Class: 32.00 Patterns for surfaces
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Registrable?
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WHAT?

• Terminology

 e.g. European Union Design

• Substantive changes

 Definitions and the object of design protection

• Exclusive rights and limitations

 The scope of exclusive rights expanded to allow the design holder to, 

among others, act against the abuse of 3D printing when distributing the 

recorded design to others in any medium
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MORE INFO

https://www.euipo.europa.eu/en/designs/design-reform-hub
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IMPROVE

GUIDELINES

SYSTEMS

TOOLS
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PROMOTE

WEBINARS

COURSES

VISITS
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https://www.euipo.europa.eu/en/learning-corner
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FOLLOW US!
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THANK YOU

@IPKey_EU
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