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1.1 IP Crimes Assessment - Sources of Information    

Two main quantitative studies on IP crimes & global trade 

✓ Joint Reports OECD – EUIPO

2021 2025



1.1 IP Crimes Assessment - Sources of Information    

✓ WCO Annual Reports on illicit trade 



1.1 IP Crimes Assessment - Sources of Information    

Main quantitative study at European level 

✓ EU enforcement of IPR: Results at the EU border & 
in the EU internal market  



1.1 IP Crimes Assessment - Sources of Information    

Threat Assessment Reports at EU level   

✓ SOCTA
Report assessing the threat posed by  organised crime in Europe
Supports the establishment of EMPACT priorities 
Published every 4 years – mid review every 2 years 

✓IPC TA 
Dedicated to Intellectual Property Crime
Last edition 2022



1.1 IP Crimes Assessment - Sources of Information    

Threat Assessment Reports  

✓ Report Uncovering the ecosystem of IP Crimes
Report illustrating the connections between IP Crimes and other 
types of crimes  
Published  in October 2024  



1.1 IP Crimes Assessment - Sources of Information    

Reports on piracy  

✓ IPC TA
Covers both physical goods and digital piracy

✓ Online Copyright Infringement in the EU: 
music, films and TV, Trends and Drivers 
Studies the consumption of copyright-infringing content in the EU 
and the UK   



1.1 Sources of information: Publications of the EUIPO     

All publications available at 
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Globally

€410 
billion

($ 464 billion)

equal to 2,5% 

of global trade

In the UE

€119 
billion

($ 134 billion) 

equal to 5,8% of all 

importations in the EU

1. 2 State of play



Globally

€398 
billion

($ 467 billion)
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of global trade

In the UE

€100 
billion

($ 117 billion) 

equal to 4,7% of all 

importations in the EU

1. 2 State of play

2021



1. 2 State of play

WCO 

2023

98 
million

Seized Articles

48,061

Seizures reported to the WCO

(62 countries) 

= 



1. 2 State of play

At the EU borders & 

Within the EU

2023

152+ 
million

Articles seized 

at the borders 

and in the 

internal market

€3,4 
billion

Retailed value 

= 



1. 2 State of play

EU - At the external borders

Source:  Report EU enforcement of IPR 2023 



1. 2 State of play

EU

Source:  Report EU enforcement of IPR 2023



1. 2 State of play

Source:  Report EU enforcement of IPR 2023 – Products detained by categories (2023) 

EU - At the external borders



1. 2 State of play

World

Source: Illicit 
Trade Report 
2023 - WCO



1. 2 State of play

EU - Origins and routes

Source:  Report EU enforcement of IPR 2023 – Products by country of provenance (2023)



1. 2 State of play

EU - Origins and routes

Source:  Report EU enforcement of IPR 2023 – Cases and articles detained by Member States (2023)



1. 2 State of play

World

Source: 
Illicit Trade 

Report 2023 - 
WCO



1. 2 State of play

World

Source: 
Illicit Trade 

Report 2023 - 
WCO



1. 2 State of play

Source:  Report EU enforcement of IPR 2023 – Evolution by means of transport by cases (2023)

EU – Means of transport



1. 2 State of play

World

Source: Illicit 
Trade Report 
2023 - WCO



1. 2 State of play

Source:  Report EU enforcement of IPR 2023 – Number of articles detained by IPR (2023)

EU – Types of IPR infringed



1.2 State of play     

Main trends  in the EU  

✓ More localisation
Illicit production sites closer to the 
selling points to avoid customs 
seizures 

✓ Use of social media and 
messaging app

e.g. use of hidden links

✓  Offer of low priced goods
Counterfeit pesticides and automotive parts

✓ Use of the latest technology 
Such as 3D printing  

✓Counterfeit medicines 
Counterfeit and diverted pharmaceutical 
products



1.2 State of play     

South East Asia   

✓ Thailand 
✓ Indonesia 
✓ Malaysia  
✓ Vietnam 
✓ Singapore
✓ The Philippines 

Production sites 

& retails sites

Online piracy



1.2 State of play     

South East Asia 
Enforcement efforts  

✓ Thailand: 
2020-2024 
65,7 million seized items, 9 607 raids

✓ Singapore: 
73 raids by the IPRB in 2024 

✓ The Philippines: 
P40.99 billion seized in 2024 (+52%)
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2.1 Investigations     

Wines

✓ France, Italy, Switzerland 

Results
• 6 arrests 
• 14 house searches 
• seizures of large quantities 
of wine (Grand Cru domains)

• Bottles prepared in Italy 
• Fake labels printed by professionals
• Sold around the world 
• Offences investigated: 
- infringement of Geographical Indications 
- swindling
- money laundering.



2.1 Investigations     

Perfumes 

✓ Italy 

• 15 individuals reported to the judicial authority
• Dismantling of a production site

• 2 000 counterfeit items 
(perfumes, clothing, watches and IT accessories) 
• Brand labels 
• Around 2 000 perfumes bottles still to be assembled
• Cash

Results

• Bottles prepared in Italy 
• Perfumes coming from the Balkan countries 



2.1 Investigations    

Perfumes 

✓ Italy 
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2.2 Joint operations     

✓ In 2022, 17 countries – almost 2 million articles seized, worth more than EUR 
87 million

✓ In 2023, 18 countries – 13,8 million articles seized, worth EUR 120,8 million
✓ In 2024, 19 countries

Operation FAKE STAR   

Source: Op FAKE STAR 
Analysis report 

https://www.euipo.europa.eu/es/publications/operation-fake-star-report
https://www.euipo.europa.eu/es/publications/operation-fake-star-report


2.2 Joint operations      

✓ Main trends noted 
• Imports of semi-finished products
• Assembling on site
• Storage and sales in private properties
• Source of the products: China and Türkiye
• More brands are infringed

Source: Op FAKE STAR 
Analysis report 

https://www.euipo.europa.eu/es/publications/operation-fake-star-report
https://www.euipo.europa.eu/es/publications/operation-fake-star-report


Specific events: Olympic Games 

2.2 Joint operations      

Seizures by French Customs in France -  2024



2. 2 Joint operations

✓ Criminal networks involved 
Mostly based outside of the EU
Mafia-style criminal networks
Use of legitimate structures  

✓ Money laundering 
Classical methods 
Persisting Intelligence Gap 

✓ Links with other crimes  
Document fraud 
Labour exploitation 
Trafficking in human beings
Tax evasion 
Environmental crimes   



Estimated economic damages to EU businesses

670 000

Jobs lost every year 

Conclusions

Loss in sales 

in 11 key

sectors

€83 
billion

SMEs particularly affected



Contributions of IPR-intensive industries to the EU economy

Jobs in the EU
(direct and indirect) 

of the EU GDP

 

2. Scale of the phenomenon in the EU  

82 
million

Trade surplus €224 billion 

Source: Intellectual property rights intensive industries and economic 
performance in the European Union (2022) 

47% 



www.euipo.europa.eu

@EU_IPO

EUIPO

EUIPO.EU

THANK YOU

@EUIPO

EUIPO

https://twitter.com/EU_IPO
https://www.linkedin.com/company/euipo
https://www.facebook.com/EUIPO.eu
https://www.instagram.com/euipo/
https://www.youtube.com/euipo


www.euipo.europa.eu

EU TOOLS & DATABASES FOR IP ENFORCEMENT

WORKSHOP ON BORDER CONTROL AND IPR ENFORCEMENT
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www.euipo.europa.eu1. The EUIPO and the European Observatory on infringements of IP rights



www.euipo.europa.eu

Civil society 

representatives

(11)

Private sector 

representatives

(80)
European 

Commission services 

(10)

The Council

of the EU

(1)

Members of the 

European Parliament

(6)

EU Agencies

(5)

International 

organisations

(8)

Public sector 

representatives

(27)

The Observatory: a network 

1. The EUIPO and the European Observatory on infringements of IP rights



www.euipo.europa.eu

01 Goal

-
Facts 

& evidence

02 Goal

-
Tools & 

resources for 

enforcement

03 Goal

-
Awareness

Observatory goals

Build trust and respect for IP Support EU policies

Strengthening the network International cooperation

1. The EUIPO and the European Observatory on infringements of IP rights



www.euipo.europa.eu
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The IP Enforcement Portal is a legal tool: 

its use by law enforcement authorities is based on 

article 2(1) of Regulation EU 386/2012 establishing 

the mandate of the EU Observatory

2. The IP Enforcement Portal (IPEP)  



IPEP is a free of charge, secure platform enabling real-time exchange of 

information between right holders and enforcement authorities

Right holders enter product, IPR and 

contact information

Enforcers access information with one 

single search

Rights holder are authenticated and IPR 

information validated

Notifications
AFAs, Alerts



IPEP as an IPR enforcement tool

How is IPEP useful to enforcers

✓ Search  - multilingual search in different databases for product, 

company, contact and real time IPR information 

✓ Contact rights holders through the tool 

✓ Send or receive alerts – from rights holders or other enforcement 

authorities



Search

Contacts

Trade marks

IPRs

Companies

Products



Global search



Search for IPRs



Contact with the rights holder



✓ If SHARED: Information that will help 

enforcers to detect counterfeits

Search on product information



Product Information: Image gallery



eAFAs in IPEP  

To ensure quality and proper processing of data, it is advised to fill in and 

manage AFAs electronically

IPEP is the single e-filing and AFA management point for 24 Member States and 

alternative system for Germany, Spain and Italy. 

All the AFA information of a rights holder is displayed and visible in IPEP, ready to 

be managed



Customs Application for Action (AFAs) – electronic filing and extension 

✓ File and manage e-AFAs in all 

EU languages

✓ Pre-admissibility check on 

mandatory information following 

Customs Regulation(EU) no. 

608/2013



Contact rights holders: 
Suspicious Cases

Rights holdersEnforcement autorities



Suspicious Cases

✓ Notify detentions on suspicious 

goods to rights holders

✓ Set deadline and get ‘read 

receipt’

✓ Exchange information with rights 

holders and download into pdf & 

xls



IPEP Mobile App

IPEP Mobile App for enforcers

✓ Secure and multilingual

✓ Text  and barcode search

✓ Full synchronisation with IPEP desktop 

✓ Suspicious Cases – create and send

✓ Display of related AFA numbers



Alerts / Interesting cases: 
secure information exchange

Rights holders Enforcement authority (ies)



Alerts for Customs and Police

✓ Receive Alerts from rights 

holders or other enforcement 

authorities

✓ Forward alerts to other 

authorities

✓ Create interesting cases

✓ Exchange information and 

download into pdf & xls



Interesting Case as fact sheet



Mail notification



The EU enforcement community is accessing…  

✓ Customs authorities of all MS

✓ The police community of the Portal is growing:

54 police, market surveillance authorities and 

prosecutors

Europol

Frontex

OLAF

Eurojust

EPPO



IPEP – single EU portal for EU IPR enforcement

A secured portal for all key players in IP enforcement to cooperate and share 
information



IPEP – exchange of information with intermediaries

Exchange contact information and messages with e-commerce market places



IP Enforcement Portal – State of play

✓ 2, 483 Companies (6 from SEA)
✓ 8 Intermediaries 
✓ 78, 971 IPRs
✓ Number of products 13 198
✓ 94 Enforcement authorities
✓ 860 accesses/month by 

enforcement authorities

Last update: July 2025 



In a nutshell

FREE

supported by EUIPO

SECURE

Access through customs secure 

network CCN and other secure 

tunnels as guaranteed by the 

security audit

MULTILINGUAL

Information available in 23 

languages



Product information

✓ Information to help 

enforcers to detect 

counterfeits



Alerts for Customs and Police

✓ Inform internal market 

authorities  - they do not have 

AFAs

✓ Create alerts on web pages 

selling fakes

✓ Exchange information and 

download into pdf



Suspicious Cases

✓ Receive notifications on 

suspicious goods by 

enforcement authorities

✓ Authorities set deadline and 

get ‘read receipt’

✓ Exchange information with the 

enforcement authorities and 

download into pdf



IP Enforcement Portal – State of play

✓ 2, 483 Companies (6 from SEA)
✓ 8 Intermediaries 
✓ 78, 971 IPRs
✓ Number of products 13 198
✓ 94 Enforcement authorities
✓ 860 accesses/month by 

enforcement authorities

Last update: July 2025 
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EUIPO Databases

3. Other tools 



EUIPO Databases

TMview contains information on trade mark applications 
and registrations from all EU national IP offices, the EUIPO 
and also many IP offices from outside the EU.
• 132,196,943 trade marks
• Search by name, owner, goods/services (Nice 

Classification), and legal status.

3. Other tools 

DesignView provides access to the EUIPO database of 
registered designs along with databases of other national 
registries. 
• 23,656,035 designs
• Search by product type, classification, registration 

number, and applicant. 

https://www.tmdn.org/tmview/#/tmview


EUIPO Databases

GIview 
official registered data for GIs registered 
- directly in the EU, 
- third country GIs protected at EU level 

through bilateral and multilateral agreements 
- all EU GIs protected abroad with these 

agreements

Contains Product specifications, area of origin, 
legal status, control bodies.

3. Other tools 



Summary 

Databases

IP and enforcement 



www.euipo.europa.eu

@EU_IPO

EUIPO

EUIPO.EU

THANK YOU

@EUIPO

EUIPO

https://twitter.com/EU_IPO
https://www.linkedin.com/company/euipo
https://www.facebook.com/EUIPO.eu
https://www.instagram.com/euipo/
https://www.youtube.com/euipo
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