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The EU Plant Variety System

A system for the protection of plant varieties was
established by a Regulation of the European Union
In 1994.

The intellectual property rights granted under this
system are valid throughout the territory of the 28
Member States (including Croatia who joined last
July, but 27 after the implementation of the Brexit)
of the European Union (EU).
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Legal Basis

Council Regulation (EC) No 2100/94 on Community
plant variety rights

and 3 Commission Regulations relating to:

« Proceedings before the CPVO
(Regulation (EC) No 874/2009)

« Fees payable to the CPVO
(Regulation (EC) No 1238/95)

« The agricultural exemption
(Regulation (EC) No 1768/95)
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The CPVO

The system is run by the Community Plant
Variety Office (CPVO), an official Agency of
the EU with an independent legal status which
has been operational since 1995 and is based In
Angers (France).

The CPVO is fully self-financed.
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« CPVO Management

The CPVO is managed by its President. His main duties are the
Implementation of the budget and to ensure the smooth running of
the CPVO. The President is assisted by a Vice-President.

* Internal organisation
The CPVO has a total of 45 staff members:

e Technical Unit (18)

e Administration and Finance Unit (11)

e Legal Unit (4)

e Quality Audit Service (2)

e Support services: - Information Technology (5)
- Human Resources (2)

- Presidency Assistance (2)
- Training/Communication (1)
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The Administrative Council

« Monitoring the CPVO

« Composed by representatives of the EU Member States

the European Commission and observer organisations
» Budgetary authority
» Entrustment of Examination Offices
» Approval of Technical Protocols

* 2 meetings per year
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The Board of Appeal

* Independent body with the responsibility of
deciding appeals broght against decisions of
the Office,

« Composition: Chairman and Vice-Chair,
members legally and technically qualified,

* Not part of the Staff of the Office but part-
time, appointed bt the Chairman,

 The BoA is composed by the Chairman, a
member rapporteur and a third member,

 The BoA exercise the powers of the Office
INn reviewing appeals.
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Technical examinations within
the EU system

The CPVO has not created its own technical
Infrastructure.

Technical examination to confirm DUS is carried out

by the Examination Offices entrusted by the
Administrative Council.
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Technical examination

Attribution of varieties for testing to Examination Offices
according to defined criteria:

Geographical origin of the variety
Origin of the applicant

Experience of an examination office
Wish of the breeder
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Entrustment of examination offices

Entrustment process

* Examination Offices apply for entrustment

» Definition of the envisaged scope of entrustment (list of
species)

* Detailed quality requirements have to be fulfilled

* Audit procedure by the CPVO Quality Audit Service

* Formal entrustment by the CPVO’s Administrative Council
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Thank you
for your attention!
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